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The Estoril Conferences are an educational project, 
a pedagogical action. But fundamentally, in their 
essence, the Estoril Conferences are an instrument 
of action, of real intervention, in the sense that we 
believe that the future is not a written inevitability. 
We believe in the extraordinary ability of men and 
women to change the course of history. We came 
here and we are here to CHANGE THE WORLD, 
and we will not settle for anything less than that.”

Teresa Violante 
Chairperson of the Estoril Conferences
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ESTORIL CONFERENCES

The Estoril Conferences are a biennial global meeting focused under one universal theme: Global Challenges, Local 
Answers. 

Taking place in Cascais, the Estoril Conferences bring together policy-makers, political activists, academics, 
entrepreneurs and students, from all over the world, to a collective sharing of ideas under equal circumstances.

Underlying globalization are profound political, economic, social and cultural changes that promote and accelerate 
new international agents, cleavages, schisms, interconnections and needs among peoples, countries and regions. 

In a rapidly changing world, this growing interdependence among different actors and regions poses both challenges 
and opportunities that require an increasingly profound analysis.
The Estoril Conferences incorporate the operational concept of “problem-solving”, based on the premise that 
global problems require both global and local solutions. Thus, our editions have always encompassed a relationship 
between what is local and what is global.

We have always encouraged the debate that leads to open and healthy societies, which embrace dissent and 
host different views on controversial topics, while allowing enough space for democratic mechanisms to work and 
breathe. 

Without imposing any ‘political correctness’ premise and devoid of any pre-imposed dogmas in all of its editions, 
the Estoril Conferences’ strive to invite speakers that are experts and distinguished authorities on the pressing 
subjects of today in need of public scrutiny.

Within its mission of putting forward local answers to global challenges, the Estoril Conferences operate at three 
distinct levels: knowledge, networking and impact. Knowledge from the said global forum for global debate. 
Networking through the active promotion and creation of space for cooperation amongst international and local 
actors of all types. Impact through the active support and promotion of local projects that emerge from our stage. 

We urge for dialogue to lead to concrete and relevant projects that serve as durable solutions to the global problems 
identified and debated.

We confront the challenges and offer solutions. This is our true purpose: to change the world. 
We will not accept anything less.
 
Estoril Conferences – Global Challenges, Local Answers



The 5th edition of the Estoril Conferences focused on one of the biggest challenges not only of globalization but of the 
XXI century: the largest migratory movement since World War II.
 
‘Leaving Home in a Globalized World’ discussed the current migrant tendencies and the main reasons behind it, the 
perception of both the origin and host societies involved and the means to ensure safe and legal migration.
 
As broad subject related to many aspects of human society such as culture, human rights, economy, freedom, environment, 
peace, politics, security, solidarity, terrorism and others, migration was approached in two distinct categories: migration 
as a challenge and migration in times of crisis.
 
Migration as a challenge reflected the subject as a natural human phenomenon, outside the context of an imminent crisis 
and one that has been happening ever since. 
 
Migration in times of crisis sought to provide insight on the current migration crisis and the challenges it brings to both 
the countries of origin and those that welcome the new flows of migrants.
 
To the stage, the Estoril Conferences welcomed reputable speakers from diverse ideological, professional, academic and 
geographic origins. Together, through dialogue, they generated an enriched heritage of knowledge and know-how, with 
the purpose of changing the world.
 
 

“Mass movements of people are highly contested for interfering with national sovereignty and security, national and 
cultural identity, rule of law and human rights, sustainability of the welfare state, employment policies, population, 
public health, international relations, national and international security and public order. But migration is also 
affiliated with opportunities such as the correction of labor market imbalances, spur innovation and economic growth. 
 
Accordingly – and not surprisingly – it is one of the most debated issues of the 21st century, and one of the most relevant 
aspects of international and global politics posing a challenge to regional and global governance. ”
 
Estoril Conferences. Global Migration: Leaving Home in a Globalized World. Portugal, 2017.

 



Now and in the future,  
the world desperately  
needs leaders who 
will restore a sense  
of common purpose,  
not only across the 
Atlantic, but also across  
the globe. A purpose  
that transcends  
political borders,  
boundaries of culture  
and religious faith.”
Madeleine Albright
Diplomat, Former US Secretary of State









My job is to make 
sure nobody in the 
world can say 
‘I did not know’.” 
Yannis Behrakis
Senior Editor, Special Projects, 
Reuters Newspictures





I think it is the youth of the  
world that has to take the lead.  
Because it is their future  
that is going to be affected,  
it is their future that  
is going to be jeopardized.”

Rajendra Pachauri
Founder and Chief Mentor of Protect our Planet 
Movement and Former Chairman of Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, Nobel Peace Prize 2007  
on behalf of the Intergovernmental  
Panel on Climate Change





PARALELL EVENTS

Ambassadors Roundtable: 

A high level diplomatic dialogue on the challenges 
of global migration and the refugee crisis.

“Business and Society” and “Culture and the 
Media”: 

Two parallel events  in the form of a private debate 
focused on said topics aimed at contributing to a 
positive social inclusion of migrants and discussing 
the role of the media to the awareness-raising aspect 
of social phenomena, respectively. 

Legend
1.2.3.4 - Ambassadors Roundtable
5.6.7 - Culture and the Media 









ESTORIL CONFERENCES JUNIOR

The 5th edition of the Estoril Conferences had an 
entire morning dedicated to the youngest of 
youngsters: on June 1, Children’s Day, the first 
edition of the Estoril Conferences Junior was held 
– a project co-developed with several schools of 
Cascais with the purpose of discussing serious 
subjects and understanding the point of view of 
children. We acknowledge the fact that transmitting 
and educating primary school level children to 
civic duties and values makes a difference in the 
upcoming of future generations and, consequently, 
in changing the world.

The challenge presented to children, supported in 
the book “Vou ali e já venho: sobre migrações e 
comichões” was to present the human race to aliens. 

This story included six characters of different 
nationalities, races and creeds with the purpose 
of illustrating the fact that, together, we are all 
stronger. 

In all, nine schools from the Municipality of Cascais 
were a part of the Estoril Conferences Junior. 
They were:

» Escola Malangatana
» Escola nº4 Alvide
» EB1 da Rebelva
» Escola Básica Cascais
» Escola Básica Raul Lino
» EB1 do Murtal
» EB1 da Parede 
» EB 1 nº 2 de S. D. Rana
» Salesianos do Estoril
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