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The general theme of “Global Migration: Leaving Home in a 
Globalized World”, being an important a controversial topic 
of our days, was discussed in broad and far-reaching terms 
by an extremely diverse and qualified group of speakers. 
It became possible to shed a light in many aspects of this 
political, social, economic and cultural dialogue.

Despite the extension of the debate, it is still possible to 
point out some general conclusions that emerged from 
most of the panels.

The first broad point of agreement that was found among 
the speakers was that migration should not be merely 
viewed as a temporary or transitory problem. It is a part 
of human existence since its very inception, as many 
speakers pointed out. This led to the consequent logical 
idea that it would remain a feature of our societies in the 
foreseeable future. As such, many speakers expressed the 
view that policies designed to respond to the challenges 
of migration should be designed in order to manage 
migrant fluxes in a systematic and sustained way and not 
only as transitory and emergency measures. 

Building on this premise, the next segment of conclusions 
pertains to the challenges and opportunities presented by 
migration. Many speakers focused their presentation on the 
economic, demographic and social benefits of migration. 
Migrants can, for example, be a dynamic force in revitalizing 
and restructuring the labor market; migrants add value to 
an economy, creating and filling jobs, spending and paying 
taxes; migrants can help correcting major demographic 
imbalances, namely in societies that face aging populations 
and consequently help, instead of harming, the welfare 
systems; migrants can also be a source of innovation and 
creative solutions for modern problems.

The speakers presented and analyzed many data 
sources that proved these assertions, which highlighted 
a significant problem in today’s public discourse: the 
proliferation of prejudices and misconceptions about 
migration. Most speakers emphasized the need to combat 
these prejudices and misconceptions in public dialogue, 
shedding light on the economic and social benefits that 
could be derived from migration. 

As William Lacy Swing said: “Knowing all that we know, 
migration is inevitable, necessary and, finally, highly 
desirable”. Policies  concerning migration should be 

framed in foster these benefits. Even in what concerned 
forced migration, such as in the current “Refugee Crisis” in 
the Middle East and Europe, some of the speakers argued 
that the framing of policies intended to deal with these 
situations must move beyond a simply humanitarian 
framework to a fully developmental framework, that 
seeks to fully integrate forced migrants in host societies, 
in order to enable their economic and social potential, 
while providing the necessary humanitarian aid. 

Globalization was a constant undertone of the major 
theme of the Estoril Conferences, since migration is, by its 
very nature, a transnational issue and has in recent years 
become a truly global issue. This question highlighted the 
need for international frameworks to effectively deal with 
the challenges and heighten the opportunities created 
by migration. Many speakers, like the aforementioned 
William Lacy Swing or Juan Jose Gomez Camacho 
and Karen AbuZayd, discussed in detail the current 
international progresses being made to provide a global 
answer to the migratory phenomenon worldwide. Great 
emphasis was also given to regional solutions, namely at 
the European Union level.

The main conclusion that can be drawn from these 
discussions, shared by most of the speakers, is that 
transnational, regional and global cooperation must be 
continuously enhanced to deal effectively with the issues 
of migration in an increasingly interconnected world. 
There were also contributions that reinforced this central 
argument of enhanced transnational cooperation, namely 
in judicial matters, as Carlos Alexandre, Sérgio Moro, 
Baltasar Gárzon and Antonio di Pietro underlined.

The challenges posed by migratory movements were 
also under scrutiny. The spread of extremist ideologies, 
the resurgence of nationalistic feelings and the threats to 
human rights were also a matter that received a great deal of 
attention and debate, from first-hand accounts of extreme 
situations around the globe, the balance between basic 
freedoms and national security issues, and the necessity to 
change the tone of public discourse towards migration. The 
speeches made by Edward Snowden, the personal account 
of extremism lived by Fareeda Khalaf, or the insightful final 
conference by Secretary of State Albright attest, point and 
raise awareness to some of these threats.

The Estoril Conferences did not limit themselves to 
provide the floor for the debate. We wanted to take 
part in it and put forward a concrete solution, through 
a concrete call to action: the Global Safety Passport 
(GSP) was proposed as an international document that 
can be used by asylum-seekers to arrive in countries of 
destination, through a legal and safe channel. 

Above all, the document aims at enforcing the right to a safe 
passage, as demanded by several NGOs and by the UNHCR.

During three days of intense discussion 
and debate, the 5th edition of the 
Estoril Conferences covered a very 
wide range of topics, both in terms of 
scope and depth of the analysis.
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» Lawrence Gonzi 
(Former Prime Minister of Malta; Malta)

» Lora Pappa 

(Founder of METAdrasi and winner of North South Prize of 

the Council of Europe 2015; Greece)

» Lord Michael Hastings 
(Member of Parliament, KPMG International’s Global Head 

of Corporate Citizenship; UK)

» Lou Marinoff 
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» Madeleine Albright 
(Diplomat, Former US Secretary of State; USA)

» Manuel Caldeira Cabral
(Minister of Economy; Portugal)

» Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
(President of the Republic; Portugal)

» Maria da Conceição 
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» Maria João Marques 
(Columnist, Observador; Portugal)

» Mário da Graça Machungo 
(Former Prime Minister; Mozambique)
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(Director, SOL/I; Portugal)

» Marios Andriotis 
(Senior Adviser, Lesvos Municipality; Greece)

» Martin Ivens 
(Editor, The Sunday Times; UK)

» Mehmet Samsar 
(Director General for Consular Affairs, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Turkey)

» Michaël Neuman 
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/ Médecins sans Frontières; France)
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(Vice-Mayor, Municipality of Cascais; Portugal)
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» Nabil Al-Tikriti 
(Associate Professor University of Mary Washington, 

Vice-President of Médecins sans Frontières; USA)

» Nigel Farage 

(Member of the European Parliament; Former leader of the 

UKIP; UK)

» Nuno Garoupa 
(Professor, Texas A&M University School of Law; Portugal)

» Nuno Tiago Pinto 

(International Editor, Sábado; Portugal)
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